Catwalk in Namibia

The terrain in the savanna is fenced like a maximum security prison. After the guard has checked at the entrance to the access and open the gate, there are another 24 kilometers of gravel road to Okonjima Lodge, which is one of the most unusual of Namibia. Here, tourism and animal welfare a symbiosis: Nowhere else can visitors can observe leopards and cheetahs as well - with the good feeling that they have actually done something for this very endangered big cats. 
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Africat The Foundation is located between the capital Windhoek and Etosha National Park. Behind this project is one of the largest private organizations that have made it their task to protect big cats such as cheetahs and leopards. It was founded in 1993 by the Hanssen family - now there's not only a protection center, but also a Großkatzenklinik. Since then thousands leopards and cheetahs could be saved and 843 released. Senile and sick big cats are allowed to stay. 

The main tasks of Africat be to impart knowledge about wild cats, to help farmers in dealing with leopards and cheetahs to care for sick and injured animals as well as observation and exploration of the big cats. Revenue from the guest operating help finance the particularly ambitious conservation program. 

Namibia is home to one quarter of the Pan-African cheetah population. Most of the estimated 2500 copies roam the farmland in search of prey. Conflicts are as programmed. Often, cheetahs and leopards are shot by the farmers after they have caught torn calf, or in a box trap. 

"If the farmer is calling us, the cat already won," says Tristan Boehme, belongs to the Hanssen family. Within 24 hours of Africat rescue squad moves out - if necessary with the bush pilot. The cat is healthy, it will again be suspended. If the farmer insight, he will want to keep the problem animals. For shooting, or get rid of no use. Other Leopards will fight to bring the vacant ground, and then more for young distance. Drawing the pastures protected by electric fencing, sheep herding dogs and supervised by, set long-horned bull or a more aggressive breed, spoiling one of the big cat's appetite for calves - they will prefer to hunt antelope. 

Currently, one hundred big cats live in Okonjima. There are many cheetahs especially in need of care - orphaned animals that have not yet learned to hunt. Just as Hector. He was six months old when his mother was shot. Now he shares with his siblings Hadar, Hercules, Portia and Puck a 45-acre enclosure. 

In the afternoon, tracking leopards is on the program. A guarantee that is afraid to look sleek cats, but there is not, says Richard, who is heading the search. In a 4500 hectares large "camp" on four leopards Okonjima a radio collar is created, each with its own frequency in order to be able to locate them. This is not to convalescents, which are nursed by Africat, but to share native leopard, which is their ancestral territory with hyenas. You could always leave the farm if they wanted, "says Richard. A high fence is to Kletterkünstler no real obstacle. 

Richard was raised on the hood and is aiming the directional antenna around. "If it beeps every second, it will be exciting." The signals are clear. Lies on a red sand hills, hindrapiert like a leopard, "That's Bafana, six years old and about 62 kilos," says Richard. The big cat ignores the SUV. She squints into the sun, licking her paws, yawns and snuggles her head back into the warm sand. After a while she sits up, sliding down the sand hill and disappears into the bush. For a brief moment we see the leopard still dimly among the tall stalks, blurred until its fur with the shimmering grass. The rosette pattern proves to be as perfect camouflage. 

Boy reared by human hands Cheetahs need to practice before the reintroduction of freedom only. Before they learn to hunt in a designated reserve, will they create a radio collar. On a monitor, observe the employees of Africat, do as the animals are in their first hunting trials. 

The hunting instinct alone is the fastest land animal in the world that in just four seconds to accelerate from zero to sixty miles an hour, no use. The hunting technique - sprint, kick and kill - is innate. To survive in nature, they need most is experience. They must learn that know how to defend their prey with hooves and horns. Some lessons ended fatally. The reserve is not a playground. 

The 4000-acre site, which is built in 2000 and each six to eight big cats provides space for the big cats become too small. 

To reintroduced more animals after the rehabilitation program, was fenced, a new 16 000-acre area. Financial assistance provided helps the Tusk Trust, a British organization that many conservation projects in Africa. "We do not kid ourselves," says Tristan Boehme. "Many of these cats are outside shot or end up in deadly traps. But here they get a second chance." 

Getting there: Air Berlin (www.airberlin.com) and Air Namibia (www.airnamibia.de) to Windhoek, continue with the rental car. 

Accommodation: The Guest Farm offers Okonjima lodges, camp site and has two separately managed suites. Accommodation with full board and guided tours from the equivalent of 202 Euro. At the campsite the night costs 55 euros per person. Children are accepted only from the age of twelve as guests. Day guests are not allowed to Okonjima (www.okonjima.com). 

Information: Namibia Tourist Office, Frankfurt, Tel 069/133 73 60, www.namibia-tourism.com

