Fundraising
Toolkit

THANK YOU FOR JOINING TUSK!
Below is a step-by-step guide to help you become a wildly successful fundraiser.
Remember, supporters like you are the heart and soul of this organisation and the reason
for every success we have. Your dedication means a lot to us and our projects in the field.
Feel free to contact us if you have any questions along the way, we’re here to help.

GET INSPIRED
There are so many ways to raise money for Tusk.

ORGANISE AN EVENT

TAKE ON A CHALLENGE

GET CREATIVE

Have fun organising an event to
make your fundraiser visible.
Pub quizzes, raffles, dinner parties.
The options are endless

Whether that’s climbing a mountain,
hosting an event, or simply putting
yourself out of your comfort zone.
Do something that will challenge
you and attract sponsors.

From a lemonade stand to playing
a game of cricket on the top Mount
Kilamanjaro - the only limit is your
imagination.

SET YOUR GOAL
It doesn’t matter how much money you raise – it all counts in the race against extinction (and raising
awareness is an invaluable part of the solution). Don’t be afraid to be ambitious – you’ll be surprised how
many people will step up to the plate and join you in your efforts to protect wildlife.

£100

will fund a wildlife ranger’s
salary and provide rations
for a month

£500
will sponsor a school to
take part in an
environmental education
programme

£1200

will equip two wildlife
rangers with radios and
portable solar panels on
anti-poaching patrols

£1800
will cover the annual
operating costs of a rhino
surveillance team

PLEASE CONVERT £GBP TO YOUR CURRENCY
If you are a challenge fundraiser with a minimum fundraising requirement, tell your sponsors how much
you need to raise and what that money will do.

SET UP YOUR ONLINE FUNDRAISING PAGE
Take the hassle out of sponsorship by using an online fundraising platform
If you are fundraising in £GBP we recommend using Virgin Money Giving

Visit www.virginmoneygiving.com and go to Start Fundraising and select ‘Create My Page’

If you are fundraising in $USD we recommend using Crowdrise

Visit www.crowdrise.com and select ‘Get Started’

LAUNCH YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE
MAKE IT PERSONAL
Adding text and video is incredibly important for the success of your
campaign. Make sure you let everyone know why you support Tusk and
why you care about wildlife conservation (it doesn’t have to be long – a few
sentences will do the trick).
Feel free to use our website at www.tusk.org for reference.

www.tusk.org

INCLUDE YOUR FUNDRAISING GOAL AMOUNT
It’s important to make it a challenge. Donate to your own page so people see your
commitment. It also helps get the ball rolling. People are more likely to donate when
they see that someone has already contributed.
GOAL!
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INVITE OTHER MEMBERS TO JOIN THE TEAM
if you’re organising a group campaign or event.

SPREAD THE WORD
Start by emailing your closest friends and family with a link to your fundraising page. Your closest contacts are the ones
most likely to donate, which will help you build a good foundation and get your campaign off the ground. Where possible
try to get one of your more generous friends / family to set the tone by making the first personal donation at a good level.

Here’s an email you can use to help you get started:

“

Dear Friend,
Many of Africa’s most iconic animals like the elephant, cheetah and rhino
are in danger of disappearing forever. That’s why I’ve committed to raising
£ _____ for Tusk in support of their wildlife conservation efforts throughout
Africa.
I hope you will help me to reach my fundraising goal of £_____.
Thank you for your support!

Once you’ve reached out to your inner circle, expand from there. The more emails
you send, the more success you’ll have. Don’t be afraid to get creative and think
beyond the people you see every day.
Encourage friends, family and colleagues to fundraise and bang the drum on your
behalf! The wider you can spread the word the better.

GO SOCIAL
Once you have got your closest friends and family involved, it’s time to announce your campaign on social media.
You can start by tagging anyone that has already donated to thank them. This is a great way to get the word out.

Why not ...

Ask your followers to share your posts and progress to
reach a new people.
Tag us in your posts to link your followers to our website
and tweet @tusk_org with your pictures and updates.
We love to see how you’re doing!

“

Did you know the black rhino population has fallen from
70,000 in 1970 to just 4,800 today? With your help we can
save them!”

“

“

I’m running for the rhinos! Help me raise money for
Africa’s wildlife by donating to my campaign.”

Do you love animals too? With your help we can be a step
closer to saving Africa’s wildlife. Donate here to my campaign for Tusk!”

It’s important that not all of your posts are asking for donations.
Use social media to give updates on your progress and share
positive stories about Tusk’s work.

KEEP A HIGH PROFILE OFFLINE TOO!
Contact you local newspaper or radio station, or submit a story to your
company newsletter about why you are doing the fundraiser, what the
Charity means to you, and how you are preparing.

FACE TO FACE IS BEST
It’s more difficult for sponsors to say
no if you’re standing in front of them.
If you can’t meet them, send a letter or email, as they
are harder to ignore. A tear-off slip at the bottom is
another handy hint.
Make sure they send any donations to Tusk with their
Gift Aid consent - signed dated and addressed.

FOLLOW UP
Persistence is important! Get back in touch with non-responders to update them on your progress:

“

Dear Friend,
Some of our planet’s most treasured species will become
extinct within our lifetimes without urgent action.
I’ve committed to raising £ _____ for Tusk in support of
their wildlife conservation efforts throughout Africa. I’ve
already raised £ ____ and hope you’ll help me to reach
my fundraising goal.
Tusk’s people-centred approach to protecting Africa’s
wildlife and natural habitats helps ensure a future
for iconic species like the elephant, cheetah and
rhino.
Please join me in supporting Tusk.

Share current news articles about the wildlife crisis.

Continue using social media to help spread the word.

Share current news stories or Tusk’s video to keep the momentum going.
VIEW VIDEO
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THANK YOUR SUPPORTERS
Make sure to remember to thank your friends and family for their support. It’s important to acknowledge their
part in your campaign and let them know when you reach your goal.

“

Dear Friend,
Thank you for contributing to my fundraising campaign to protect Africa’s
wildlife! Your donation helped me to reach my goal of raising £____ to support
Tusk’s work protecting wildlife through community-based conservation across
Africa. Together, we can turn the tide on poaching and habitat loss to bring
Africa’s endangered species back from the brink of extinction.
Many thanks for your support!

OTHER WAYS TO DONATE
• By phone - call +44 (0)1747 831005. We accept all major credit cards and debit cards.
• By post - please make cheques payable to Tusk Trust. Please ensure any Gift Aid declarations are included.
Please include your name clearly on any donation.
• By bank transfer - send your donations direct to us. Our bank details are available on request.
• Collection tins - please bank any money collected and send Tusk a cheque or make a direct transfer.

Hannah Pugh
Fundraising & Office Assistant
Tusk
4 Cheapside House
High Street
Gillingham, SP8 4AA
www.tusk.org

QUESTIONS?
The Tusk team is here to help and to
answer any questions that come up!
Email: hannah@tusk.org
Phone: +44 (0) 1747 831005

