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Stephen Watson Chairman, Tusk Trust

Welcome

For almost three decades, Tusk has been at the 
forefront of conserving the wildlife and habitats of 
Africa. At times some of this work has felt desperate 
as the threats, set-backs and challenges put some 
of our efforts at risk. There is no hiding from the fact 
that levels of poaching, the organised crime behind 
the illegal wildlife trade, and competition for land are 
a constant threat to the fragility of the natural world 
and may take a generation or more to solve.

And yet, the extraordinary selfless work being 
done across Africa by so many dedicated 
conservationists, sometimes working alone and 
putting their own lives in harm’s way, is achieving 
notable success and provides real hope. These 
conservation heroes and the important projects 
they manage are the reason Tusk exists.

Our aim is to initiate, support and invest in 
these projects. We call it strategic conservation; 
initiatives that empower local communities, 
improve livelihoods and bring tangible benefits 
to people living alongside wildlife. We’ve been 
doing this since 1990 and last year put over 
£8m directly into the field through our partners, 
protecting 39 different threatened species, across 
a combined landscape of 70 million hectares,  
and benefiting more than 7.5m people. 

Your support of Tusk’s work remains vital. It’s no 
exaggeration to say that it’s now our generation’s 
responsibility to do everything we can to help 
preserve Africa’s valuable natural heritage. 

Thank you.
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Thanks to the generosity of our 
supporters, Tusk achieved both 
record levels of revenue and 
investment into our conservation 
activities in 2018. This allowed us 
to support an impressive portfolio 
of projects across Africa, many  
of which are outlined in the pages 
that follow. 

In September, Prince William kindly undertook 
a week long fact-finding trip to see the work of 
Tusk-backed programmes in Namibia and Tanzania. 
The aim of his visit was to highlight efforts to stop 
poaching ahead of his address to global leaders 
attending The Illegal Wildlife Trade Conference 
in London. His tour followed hot on the heels of 
the eye-catching Tusk rhino art trail, which, I am 
delighted to say, exceeded expectations in terms  
of raising funds and reaching a staggering 65 million 
people through press, TV and social media. 

Perhaps most satisfying was the news before 
Christmas that the UK Government had passed 
tough new legislation to ban the domestic trade  
in ivory. This was a welcome reward for the years 
of hard work invested by Tusk, the NGO coalition 
and an overwhelming majority of public who 
supported our efforts. 

Behind the scenes the charity undertook an 
important review of our conservation strategy 
to clarify our goals, streamline our portfolio and 
reaffirm our over-riding commitment to support 
the very best conservationists and projects across 
Africa – always challenging them to be forward 
thinking in their approach. 

The pressures on Africa’s environment from 
demographic and economic growth and climate 
change are sadly all too apparent. We know 
that biodiversity loss is accelerating and can’t be 
sustained and yet many governments appear 
reluctant to address the issues. In order to take a 
high-level perspective of the challenges that threaten 
Africa’s environment and wildlife over the next 20-30 
years, Tusk hosted a Thought Leadership round-
table meeting with Prince William at Buckingham 
Palace in November. The meeting, which was 
coordinated in partnership with The Royal African 
Society and the Milton Group, brought together key 
influencers with significant expertise and African 
interests ranging from business, philanthropy, 
conservation, policy and politics. 

The initiative aims to frame a new and powerful 
narrative to promote the inherent value of Africa’s 
natural capital to a wider audience than the 
conservation sector, but one that includes those 
in the political and urban worlds whose priorities 
are often different. As we look forward, the group 
is working on a number of work-streams that 
flowed from the discussions and we strive to 
put the compelling economic and environmental 
arguments for greater protection of Africa’s natural 
heritage higher up the agenda for all governments.

Charlie Mayhew 
CEO, Tusk Trust

 

Welcome to your  
edition of Tusk Talk

In 2020, Tusk will 
celebrate its 30th 
anniversary. In our 
short history we are 
proud of what we 
have achieved but 
we know we simply 
could not have done 
so without all your 
support. Thank you! 
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There were many highlights  
to our work in 2018.



How Tusk  
makes a difference

Our vision is an Africa in which 
people and wildlife coexist 
and thrive. We believe in the 
inherent value of wildlife while 
understanding that sustainable 
conservation requires local 
solutions and engagement.

It is essential that local communities see the 
economic benefits of peaceful coexistence with 
wildlife and that their actions are connected to  
a global conservation agenda.

By focusing on and facilitating sustainable 
solutions for conservation, we believe that together 
with our supporters and partner projects, we can 
have real and lasting impact.

Here are some key facts and figures that 
demonstrate how your generous support and 
partnerships made a difference last year.

secured for wildlife

70 million
hectares

human/wildlife conflict events 
project partners responded to

14,350

endangered species 
benefit from our projects

39

projects supported with  
Tusk generated funds

56

global revenue

£9.9 million

invested into the field

£8.5 million
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Focus of Tusk funded  
projects in 2018

 Protecting endangered species 45%

 Preserving habitats 36%

  Promoting human-wildlife  
coexistence 6%

  Providing environmental  
education 9%

  Advocacy, awareness & 
publications 4%

supported by Tusk project partners 
(benefiting 714,728 pupils)

1,478 schools 

helped address illegal wildlife trade 
(57% of Tusk project partners) 

directly employed 
by organisations 
supported by Tusk

31 projects

benefit indirectly from work of Tusk project partners

7.5 million people

3,552

Tusk project partner 
distribution by African region 

 Africa Wide 4%

 Central Africa 9%

 Western Africa 6%

 Southern Africa 35%

 Eastern Africa 46%

Source of funds 

 Legacy 3%

 Gift Aid 1%

 Endowment Income 1%

 Corporate 7%

 Charitable Trusts 4%

 Fundraising/Events 13%

 Friends of Tusk Fund USA 59%

 Government funding 1%

 Donations from individuals 11%

Programme cost ratio

 Fundraising event cost 4% 

 Support costs & overheads 8%

  Direct expenditure on advocacy 
 & awareness 4%

  Conservation grants 84%

’92 ’11’99 ’15 ’17’05 ’16 ’18

£9.9m

£64k £401k
£1.1m

£2.6m

£6.2m

£8.8m
£9.2m

Tusk’s income growth 1992-2018
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Success spotlights

Africa-wide
• Stop Ivory
• PACE

1 Angola
•  Giant Sable  

Antelope Project

2 Botswana
•  Botswana Predator 

Conservation Trust
•  Coaching for 

Conservation 
•  Mokolodi Nature 

Reserve

3 Comoros
•  Blue Ventures

4 Democratic 
Republic of Congo
•  Okapi Conservation 

Project
•  Walikale Gorilla  

and Forest 
Conservation Project

5 Gabon
•  Loango Gorilla Project

6 Ghana
•  Rainforest  

Rescue Ghana

7 Guinea
•  Chimpanzee  

Conservation Centre

8 Kenya
•  Big Life Foundation
•  Borana Conservancy
•  Grevy’s Zebra Trust
•  Kenya Wildlife 

Conservancies 
Association

•  Lamu Marine  
Conservation Project

•  Lewa Wildlife 
Conservancy

•  Lion Landscapes
•  Local Ocean 

Conservation
•  Maasai Mara Wildlife 

Conservancies 
Association

•  Mount Kenya Trust
•  Mountain Bongo 

Surveillance Project
•  Ngare Ndare  

Forest Trust 
•  Northern  

Rangelands Trust
•  The Maa Trust
•  Tsavo Trust

9 Madagascar
•  C3 Madagascar
•  IMPACT Madagascar

10 Malawi
•  Lilongwe Wildlife Trust
•  Ripple Africa

11 Mali
•  Mali Elephant Project

12 Namibia
•  AfriCat Foundation
•  Cheetah 

Conservation Fund 
•  Integrated Rural 

Development and 
Nature Conservation

•  Save the Rhino Trust 

13 Nigeria
•  Yankari Game Reserve

14 Rwanda
•  Rwanda Wildlife 

Conservation 
Association

15 South Africa
•  Bateleurs
•  Save the  

Waterberg Rhino
•  Southern African 

Wildlife College
•  VulPro
•  Wilderness Foundation

16 Tanzania
•  Mkomazi National Park
•  Ruaha  

Carnivore Project
•  Global Animal Health 

Tanzania

17 Uganda
•  Conservation  

Through Public Health
•  Nature Resource 

Conservation Network
•  Uganda Conservation 

Foundation

18 Zambia
•  Conservation  

Lower Zambezi
•  Conservation  

South Luangwa
•  Zambian Carnivore 

Programme

19 Zimbabwe
•  Malilangwe Trust
•  Painted Dog 

Conservation
•  Savé Valley 

Conservancy 
•  Jamanda Community 

and Development Trust 

Tusk’s conservation impact 
spans the African continent, 
delivered by a network of 
innovative local partners. Their 
achievements are made possible 
thanks to your generous support 
and it is your commitment to 
conservation in Africa that will 
enable us to continue amplifying 
their work in 2019. Here are just 
some of their recent successes. 

1

2

3

4
8

9

10

14
5

6

11

12

15

16

17

18

19

137
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Yankari Game Reserve, Nigeria
An army marches on its stomach and Nigerian 
rangers on patrol are no different. Elephants in Yankari 
Game Reserve rely on regular week-long patrols by 
teams of Elephant Guardians to help keep them safe. 
Tusk-funded field rations are essential so that these 
guardians remain strong enough to trek through the 
reserve each day. They act as the first line of defence 
to help farmers and prevent elephants damaging  
their crops. In 2018, no elephants have been killed 
due to conflict with humans.

VulPro, South Africa
Vultures continue to face ongoing declines across the 
African continent. With support from Tusk, VulPro is 
leading the way in vulture rehabilitation, conservation 
breeding, bird population surveys and education  
to protect these critically important species. Their 
comprehensive education programme reaches  
all levels from school children to farmers. The team 
has seen great success in changing the negative 
perceptions of vultures, encouraging communities  
to protect rather than persecute the birds.

Wilderness Foundation, South Africa
Three rhino are killed by poachers every day in 
South Africa, so whilst there has been a recent 
decline in poaching numbers Africa-wide, the need 
for constant protection still remains. Wilderness 
Foundation Africa’s two aircraft, funded in part by 
Tusk, assist with vital aerial surveillance operations  
in both the Addo Elephant National Park and the 
Great Fish River Nature Reserve in the Eastern Cape. 
During 2018 no rhino poaching incidents happened 
in the reserves that received aerial support. 

Southern African Wildlife College, South Africa
With funding from Tusk, SAWC has trained 100  
field rangers who now act as eyes and ears on  
the ground, to counter poaching and wildlife crime. 
In 2018, a number of successful poacher arrests 
were made. In 2019, Tusk funding will help the 
College implement a four-tiered approach to counter 
poaching which includes field ranger training,  
a fully-fledged aerial wing, community engagement 
and a fully-operational canine unit, a proven game 
changer in the fight against wildlife crime.
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Stop Ivory, Africa-wide 
There’s more to saving elephants than arresting 
poachers in the bush. The fight to save the species 
includes recording accurate data of ivory stockpiled 
by governments through seizures from poachers 
or traffickers, natural deaths and legal culling. Tusk 
support allows Stop Ivory to manage and secure 
ivory stockpiles across Africa and to date, over 500 
officials from storeroom managers to national park 
wardens have been trained in improved inventory 
methods, helping avoid corruption in the system.

Tsavo Trust, Kenya
In 2018, Tsavo Trust’s aircraft flew the equivalent of 18 
round trips between London and New York, providing 
aerial monitoring and security for the 4,800,000 ha 
Tsavo Conservation Area. Complemented by ‘Tembo’ 
ground ranger teams and the support of the Kenya 
Wildlife Service, this provided a strong deterrent to 
poaching. Currently, only eight known bull and five 
cow ‘Super Tuskers’ (elephants with tusks that reach 
the ground) remain in the area along with 20 emerging 
Tuskers who are also under close surveillance.

Walikale Gorilla and  
Forest Conservation Project, DRC
Tusk funding allows the Walikale rangers to work  
in extremely hostile conditions. Positive negotiations 
with rebel leaders allowed for monitoring activities to 
be expanded into a new sector of the Walikale Forest 
where 95 eastern lowland gorillas were newly identified 
in 2018 alone, bringing the total to 466. The rangers 
also removed 314 snares – an 80% reduction on the 
previous year, attributable to increased community 
awareness and continued ranger presence at Walikale.

Malilangwe Trust, Zimbabwe
Malilangwe Trust held the first Tusk funded Cadet 
Ranger Programme course in the newly built Tusk 
funded classrooms and dormitories. The programme 
is aimed at young boys from the communities 
surrounding the conservancy and is designed to 
complement their formal education. The course aims 
to equip them with the basic skills that could set them 
up for a career in conservation, law enforcement, 
wildlife management and ecology or ecotourism. 
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Save the Rhino Trust (SRT), Namibia
Over SRT’s 36 years of operation, Namibia’s 
northwest black rhino population has more than 
quadrupled. However, poaching still remains a 
daily threat. Tusk funding has helped SRT increase 
its effectiveness in coordinating patrols and 
investigations from a well-equipped and strategically 
located operations room. Tusk’s Royal Patron 
Prince William witnessed first-hand rangers’ daily 
dedication when he joined a tracking team in 2018, 
taking over four hours to locate a black rhino.

Painted Dog Conservation, Zimbabwe
African wild dogs are caught in snares on a regular 
basis, causing death or severe injury and sometimes 
leading to the demise of entire packs. Through Tusk 
funding, Painted Dog Conservation purchased three 
GPS collars to help provide detailed information  
on the pack’s movement. In turn, this has facilitated 
strategic deployment of Tusk-funded anti-poaching 
units when collars indicate that dogs are in or 
around areas of high illegal poaching activity, 
providing greater protection for the packs.

Rainforest Rescue Ghana, Ghana
Illegal logging and hunting activities pose a serious 
threat to the endangered yellow-headed picathartes 
bird and other wildlife including two species of 
pangolin in Ghana. With Tusk’s support, Rainforest 
Rescue Ghana has been able to complete the 
building of a local school and make significant 
advances in the construction of accommodation 
for bird watchers. These are both important first 
steps in linking community development to the 
conservation of the region’s forest.

Save the Waterberg Rhino (STWR), South Africa 
STWR is a fundraising, networking and support 
organisation which protects private and state-
owned rhino in the Waterberg District. The 4.9 
million ha region is home to the third largest rhino 
population in South Africa; a population twice the 
size of Kenya’s, where poaching has remained 
constant at 2% with only 18 and 16 rhinos lost in 
2017 and 2018 respectively. Through innovative 
Tusk funded technology, STWR’s goal is to at least 
maintain this rate with an eventual goal of zero.
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By 2050, Africa’s population is projected 
to double. While this presents an opportunity 
for economic growth, it will inevitably lead to 
increased pressure on already strained 
natural resources. For African conservationists, 
working proactively with communities to address 
these challenges, this is a critical priority.
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2050

2018
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Advancing  
conservation in Africa

Our support focuses  
on four key areas: 

1. Protecting endangered species
2. Preserving natural habitats
3. Promoting human-wildlife coexistence 
4. Providing environmental education

To ensure the ongoing success 
and the greatest impact from 
our investments, Tusk’s funding 
covers a broad portfolio of 
projects and our support is split 
across three types of grants:

•	 	Catalyst	Grants:	For	early	stage	initiatives	 
testing new conservation strategies.

•	 	Evolution	Grants:	For	emerging	efforts	that	are	
developing a proven track record and scaling 
their impact.

•	 	Keystone	Grants:	For	established	organisations	
that continue to innovate and test new strategies 
and approaches to conservation.

Left
Releasing Cape  
vultures in South Africa
Credit: VulPro

Right
Mountain gorilla
Credit: Ella Mack Photography

Far right (from top)
Environment education lesson  
on the Zambezi River
Credit: Francis D’Elbee

Conservation Lower Zambezi  
(CLZ) game scouts on patrol
Credit: Francis D’Elbee

Analysis of recovered elephant  
tusk by the CLZ team
Credit: Francis D’Elbee

Leatherback turtle  
release in Watamu by  
Local Ocean Conservation
Credit: Paolo Parazzi
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Tusk works across Africa  
to further its mission.



Tusk’s support is not just financial. 
Our broader goals are to:

•	 	Raise	the	profile	of	African	conservation	 
leaders and their achievements

•	 	Leverage	our	ability	to	bring	our	partners	together	
to accelerate learning, innovation and impact

•	 	Use	our	unique	position	in	African	conservation	
to increase awareness, funding and support  
for partners’ efforts.

With your generous support,  
Tusk can, and will, continue to 
have a positive impact in Africa.
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Promoting human-
wildlife coexistence 

These initiatives, aimed at 
reducing conflict between 
people and wildlife, encourage 
communities to stop viewing 
wildlife as a threat to their 
livelihoods – a vital step 
towards a sustainable future 
for Africa’s wildlife.

Our partners respond to 
thousands of incidents 
of human-wildlife conflict 
each year and work with 
communities to find innovative 
solutions that ensure that 
both people and wildlife have 
a better chance of thriving 
within the same landscape. 
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Tusk supports creative solutions that allow  
communities and wildlife to live together.



Far Left:
Maasai boy walking his dogs  
to the Global Animal Health 
Tanzania inoculation camp  
in the Serengeti
Credit: GAHT

Left
Gorilla Conservation Coffee made 
from beans grown by community 
members living on the border  
of the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest 
Credit: CTPH

Right
A Tusk funded predator proof  
boma being constructed around  
a homestead to prevent conflict 
with lions and other predators
Credit: RCP

Conservation Through Public Health, Uganda
Bwindi Impenetrable Forest is home to the famous 
mountain gorilla. Bordering the protected habitat 
are isolated and impoverished communities who 
depend on the forest for their livelihoods. This 
often brings them into conflict with the gorilla and 
due to their close proximity, preventable infectious 
diseases are being spread between humans, 
gorillas and livestock. This, along with habitat 
encroachment, poaching and economic instability, 
is threatening the existence of this iconic species.

Gorilla Conservation Coffee was launched 
after Dr Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka, the founder of 
Tusk partner Conservation Though Public Health 
(CTPH), visited farmers living adjacent to the 
forest. Here she learned that the farmers were 
not being given a fair price for their coffee and 
were struggling to survive, forcing them to use the 
natural resources in the national park to meet their 
basic needs for food and fuel wood.

Gorilla Conservation Coffee pays a premium to 
coffee farmers above the market price and further 
supports the farmers through training in sustainable 
coffee farming and processing. This helps to 
improve the coffee quality and increase production 
yield, which additionally helps to protect the critically 
endangered gorillas and their fragile habitat. Twenty 
percent of the net profits of each bag sold are 
donated directly to support CTPH's work. 

Tusk’s recent collaboration with CTPH works 
with former poachers, engaging them in meaningful 
livelihoods that reduce their dependence on the 
gorillas’ habitat to meet their basic needs. Many 
are benefiting directly from the Gorilla Conservation 
Coffee initiative.

Ruaha Carnivore Project, Tanzania
The Ruaha landscape is a global stronghold for 
threatened carnivores, particularly lion, cheetah 
and African wild dog. Village land adjacent to the 
national park represents vital habitat for these 
species. However, human-carnivore conflict on  
the boundaries of the national park, from lion killing 
livestock, led to the highest documented rate  
of lion killing in modern times when 40 lions were 
killed in just 18 months. 

The Ruaha Carnivore Project (RCP) found that this 
conflict was driven by carnivore attacks on livestock, 
people seeing very few benefits from carnivore 
presence, and a lack of awareness of the potential 
value of the national park, the carnivores that live there 
or conservation. By reducing the costs and improving 
the benefits associated with living alongside carnivores 
for local people, RCP has reduced human-carnivore 
conflict in this critically important area.

The amount of livestock killed by lions has been 
reduced by over 60% thanks to the introduction of 
predator-proof bomas, the use of livestock guarding 
dogs and providing extensive conservation education 
and training to farmers. This work has resulted in an 
80% decline in carnivore killing in the project’s core 
three villages and the aim is now to continue this 
work and expand it across all 22 local villages. Tusk 
funding has been key to this success. Going forward, 
this project could help inform conservation strategies 
for large carnivores across different landscapes and 
help develop techniques to ease conflicts between 
people and predators where they share land.
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Global Animal Health Tanzania, Tanzania
As wilderness areas become ever more fragmented 
the probability that infectious diseases will be 
transmitted between domestic animals and wildlife 
increases. Global Animal Health Tanzania (GAHT) 
works to reduce the likelihood and impact of 
these events in the buffer zones to the east of the 
Serengeti ecosystem where pastoralists, their dogs 
and livestock mix with numerous wildlife species. 
With support from Tusk, 120,000 domestic dogs 
were vaccinated against rabies, distemper and 
parvovirus in this remote and challenging area.

The work is important on several fronts: firstly, the 
rabies vaccination protects domestic dogs themselves 
but also prevents the spread of the disease to wildlife, 
people and their livestock; and secondly, by including 
distemper and parvovirus in the vaccine programme, 
GAHT are reducing the lethal impact that these viruses 
have on endangered carnivore species, such as 
African wild dog and lion. 

Given that infectious disease outbreaks 
(possibly caused by canine distemper virus being 
transmitted from domestic dogs) wiped out 
numerous wild dog packs across East Africa in 
2017 and 2018, and considering the fragile state 
of the recovering Serengeti wild dog population, 
the inclusion of these viruses in the vaccination 
programme is critical. Tusk is partnering with 
GAHT in 2019 to include a human-wildlife conflict 
education element to the programme. 

Left
Members of the Maasai  
community gather to have their 
dogs vaccinated by the Global 
Animal Health Tanzania team
Credit: GAHT

Right
Leopard lounging  
in the Okavango Delta
Credit: Chris Jackson

Far right
CCF team conducting a livestock 
training workshop with the Herero 
of the eastern communal lands 
Credit: CCF
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Cheetah Conservation Fund, Namibia
With support from Tusk the Cheetah Conservation 
Fund (CCF) has been working with farmers in the 
eastern communal conservancies of Namibia to 
test a new human-wildlife conflict mitigation tool: 
the E-Shepherd Collar. When an animal wearing an 
E-Shepherd Collar begins running, the device emits 
a high-pitched sound and triggers lights, all designed 
to deter a would-be predator giving chase. CCF fitted 
different types of livestock – goats, sheep and calves 
– in different situations and geographic areas with the 
collars, to test their efficacy. 

Twenty E-Shepherd collars have been deployed 
with communal and commercial farmers. CCF has 
been following up to determine livestock losses and 
whether farming conditions have improved. Preliminary 
results show the collars can be effective under certain 
conditions. To supplement the research project, 
CCF has been conducting workshops on Integrated 
Livestock and Predator Management in the same 
areas. By providing farmers with more tools and skills 
to manage land shared with predators, CCF can help 
farmers protect livestock and enable wildlife to flourish. 

Human-wildlife conflict is one of the main threats 
to large carnivore species, and specifically cheetah, 
in Africa. Successful conservation lies in first helping 
the people who live alongside these animals. With 
the support of key partners like Tusk CCF continues 
to explore new and creative solutions to help people 
and wildlife thrive.
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Providing environmental  
education

The growing disconnection 
from nature and a lack of 
understanding of its role in our 
world is as much of a threat to 
wildlife and natural environments 
as other more tangible problems 
like habitat loss or poaching. 
Environmental education is crucial 
to engage the young audiences 
that will play a vital role in the 
future of wildlife and habitats. 

Tusk partners with projects that reinforce this 
concept. They help individuals and communities 
acquire the knowledge, attitudes and practical skills 
to participate in a responsible and effective way to 
anticipate and solve environmental problems. 

By having rich and varied opportunities to 
experience and explore nature, children can begin 
to value and appreciate their immediate world 
and will hopefully take this knowledge to other 
situations and places.
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The next generation needs 
to value nature.



Rwanda Wildlife Conservation  
Association (RWCA), Rwanda
Rwanda is a small country with incredible biodiversity, 
yet it is challenged by a high human population 
density and extreme poverty. This results in immense 
pressure on resources, land and high levels of 
competition between people and wildlife. The status 
of the grey crowned crane is a measure of the threats 
facing the country’s wildlife. Despite the crane being  
a symbol of wealth and longevity in Rwandan culture, 
it faces increasing peril due to habitat reduction and  
a growing illegal trade. Fewer than 500 cranes are 
left in the wild in Rwanda and the population has 
declined by up to 79% over the past 45 years.

Support from Tusk has allowed RWCA to make 
huge steps in combating the illegal trade of grey 
crowned cranes in Rwanda. A wide range of education 
strategies ensures that the problem is targeted from 
all angles and that the outcomes are effective and 
sustainable. In 2018, RWCA worked with seven 
schools, reaching over 7,000 children, distributing a 
conservation comic book encouraging them to protect 
cranes rather than take their eggs and chicks. Scaling 
of youth environmental clubs now includes nine  
groups involving 670 children in environmental 
education and activities. They have held eight events 
across the country to plant over 20,000 indigenous 
trees, in efforts to improve biodiversity and restore 
roost trees for cranes in key areas. 

RWCA recently established a nationwide team of 
30 Crane Conservation Champions who roll out the 
programme country-wide. This year, 300 local leaders 
have been trained and as a result of the first Symposium 
on Illegal Wildlife Trade that RWCA organised with 
the Rwandan Government, they have supported the 
establishment of Rwanda’s Inter-Agency Committee.

Lilongwe Wildlife Trust, Malawi
With its ever-growing human population, Malawi 
faces more pressure on its land and natural 
resources. The Lilongwe Wildlife Trust (LWT) delivers 
education and advocacy initiatives that inspire and 
empower people to safeguard their natural heritage 
for future generations. Through their comprehensive 
environmental education programme LWT promotes 
sustainable livelihoods, helping to ensure that local 
communities understand the wider importance of 
wildlife conservation.

The reach of the LWT environmental education 
programme expands annually, with an increasing 
number of school children and communities 
engaged with conservation initiatives. Tusk 
support has been central to this growth and its 
ever-increasing impact. The most recent grant 
enabled LWT to deliver its environmental education 
programme across the central region of Malawi, 
including Lilongwe and local communities adjacent 
to protected areas. LWT has taken the initiative 
and adapted Tusk’s Pan African Conservation 
Education (PACE) materials so they are applicable 
to Malawi; these form a key part of their 
environmental education programme. 

Future plans include bringing together the 
approaches of the central Malawi and northern 
Malawi programmes into a unified environmental 
education programme for the entire country.

Far Left
Malawian pupil planting trees  
at her school with support from  
the Lilongwe Wildlife Trust
Credit: LWT

Left
The RWCA team in the field
Credit: RWCA

Right
Children undertaking a river  
clean up on the Lilongwe River  
in the nation's capital
Credit: LWT
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Marsabit Education Programme, Kenya 
Meet Fridah Learapo, a student from Lpus Primary 
School in Marsabit County, northern Kenya who 
has big dreams of one day working as a nurse. 

For Fridah and her peers, the path to a 
quality education is often full of obstacles due to 
economic challenges brought on by drought and 
ethnic conflict. Schools in the region are under-
resourced, with minimal government support, and 
parents are unable to afford basics such as school 
uniform and learning materials. As a result, school 
enrolment in the region has historically lagged at 
23.9% behind the rest of the country.

Identifying this as a critical community need, 
three years ago, the Northern Rangelands Trust 
piloted the Marsabit Conservation and Education 
Programme supported by Tusk and other partners. 
Three schools have since benefited from renovated 
classrooms and school facilities, new school 
uniforms, learning materials, and most importantly, 
a daily hot meal for every student. As a result, 
school enrolment has risen from 40 students in 
2015 to 109 students and seven teachers. 

Thanks to the support of Tusk, promising young 
minds like Fridah have the chance to realise their 
dreams, creating a lasting connection between 
conservation and improved livelihoods. 

Left
Fridah Learapo a student  
at Lpus Primary School in  
Marsabit Country, north Kenya
Credit: Ivy Wairimu

Right
Fishermen from Andranomavo
village have adopted sustainable
fishing practices in the Nosy Hara
Marine National park, one of 
Madagascar’s last remaining 
Dugong and Seagrass Habitats
Credit:Lisa Murray/UN Environment

Far Right
Junior eco-guard Keni Fernandel
Ralson (right) puts on his dugong 
outfit before performing a play to 
residents of Andranomavo village on 
the importance of stopping harmful 
fishing practices and conserving the 
Dugong and seagrass habitat
Credit:Lisa Murray/UN Environment
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C3, Madagascar
This Madagascar-based project is active in and 
around the Nosy Hara Marine Park at the northern 
tip of the island. Here the impoverished local 
community often disregards the laws governing the 
park, whilst the local enforcement agencies lack 
the resources to stop them. Overharvesting and 
inappropriate fishing techniques damage the fragile 
reef ecosystem and impact threatened species like 
dugong and sea turtles.

Tusk has supported the training of 1,800 Junior 
Ecoguards from three different communities around 
the park. The children are fully educated in marine 
ecology, threats to wildlife, biodiversity conservation, 
performance art, communications and leadership. 
Every 6-8 weeks they coordinate an outreach event 
within or outside their communities to relay pertinent 
conservation messages to their peers and elders. 

These conservation ambassadors conduct field 
trips and classroom activities. By targeting young 
people, C3 spreads conservation messages  
to wider communities and ensures an awareness  
of environmental issues among the next generation. 
In addition, C3 have trained 150 school teachers 
across 70 schools, ensuring there is a legacy  
of environmental capacity across remote areas  
in the far north of the country. The impact has been 
recognised by the government and the programme 
is now incorporated into the national curriculum  
for secondary school children. 
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Protecting  
endangered species

Uganda Conservation Foundation, Uganda
These are exciting times regarding developments 
in Murchison Falls National Park. Fourteen new 
ranger posts have been constructed to enable 
better distribution of rangers in priority areas, 
making sure the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) 
are now better able to conduct anti-poaching 
patrols and respond to elephant crop raiding and 
other “problem” animals. Two new ranger posts 
are currently being built, both deep in the park, 
south of the River Nile. With wildlife numbers 
increasing, UWA, with the support of the Uganda 
Conservation Foundation (UCF) and other partners 
including Tusk, are installing Murchison Falls’ first-
ever digital radio network and command centre,  
at the park headquarters. Being able to coordinate 
and communicate across the park will dramatically 
increase the effectiveness of the rangers and their 
successful management, and in turn save ranger's 
lives. For too many decades, rangers have been 
left in the depths of the park, many miles from any 
kind of help when things do wrong. 

This coordination means rangers can now 
support communities where, for example, 
elephants are crop raiding; they can respond when 

From iconic animals like the elephant and  
rhino, to carnivores, apes and lesser-known 
species, Tusk invests in targeted efforts to  
bring Africa’s endangered species back from  
the brink of extinction.
Valued at over £15 billion annually the trade is ranked as the fourth largest 
illegal activity in the world, after drugs, weapons and human trafficking.  
It needs to be tackled at every level including interrogating and preventing 
the causes at the source, identifying and closing supply ports, disrupting 
trafficking networks, influencing demand and consumer behaviour,  
and putting pressure on governments to improve and enforce regulations. 

Tusk empowers projects on the ground in Africa by resourcing, training 
and enabling the work of wildlife rangers on the frontline of the battle,  
and supporting communities affected by the crisis. 
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lion, buffalo and the rare Rothschild's giraffe are 
caught in snares or injured from bullet wounds; 
and of course, they can better deploy the rapid 
response unit to counter armed poachers.

The communications system will be managed 
out of a new operations building the construction 
of which is being funded in part by Julius Obwona 
with the grant he was awarded for winning the 
prestigious Tusk Wildlife Ranger Award in 2018. 
He personally chose to fund the operations room 
to show and inspire future generations of Ugandan 
rangers how the world recognised one of their 
own for his energy, passion and commitment to 
Murchison Falls and the Uganda Wildlife Authority.

Okapi Conservation Project, DRC
The Okapi or ‘forest giraffe’ is one of the least 
studied mammals on Earth. It is also one whose 
existence is under grave threat from the impact of 
human activities. Okapis are entirely dependent on 
an intact tropical forest ecosystem for their survival. 
Deforestation, along with poaching and disturbances 
caused by mining, have led to its huge decline. Add 
to these the general economic and civil instability  
of the Democratic Republic of Congo after years  
of interior conflict, which burdens the government’s 
ability to support its protection forces.

For 30 years the Okapi Conservation Project 
(OCP) has worked to protect the Ituri Forest; home 
of the indigenous Mbuti pygmies and the okapi’s 
natural habitat. The OCP achieve this through 
programmes in wildlife protection, conservation 
education, sustainable agriculture, and community 
assistance. Building the capacity of local 
communities to sustainably manage their forest 
resources helps OCP meet its primary conservation 
objective – to reduce encroachment into unaltered 
okapi forest habitat. OCP partners with the Institute 
in Congo for the Conservation of Nature (ICCN), 
the DRC government organisation responsible  
for the protection of the Okapi Wildlife Reserve,  
to develop an effective guard force that can protect 
the integrity of the reserve.

Support from Tusk has funded efforts to protect the 
forest that the okapi calls its home. This is achieved 
through support of wildlife rangers that patrol the 
protected area as well as programmes in conservation 
education, sustainable agriculture, and community 
assistance that promote local understanding of, and 
appreciation for, okapi, their habitat and the importance 
of the Okapi Wildlife Reserve.

In 2018, wildlife rangers conducted 451 patrols 
covering 15,108 kilometres. They destroyed 24 
poaching camps, arrested 148 poachers, destroyed 
57 illegal mining camps, evacuated 722 miners and 
removed 3,380 snares preventing numerous animals 
from getting caught in the traps. Excitingly Tusk 
funded camera traps collected the first-ever footage 
of an okapi calf in the wild. OCP plan to expand 
our camera traps to areas where mines have been 
closed down to document how quickly wildlife 
returns to these areas in the coming year.

Far right
Rothchild's giraffe and calf

Right
Kololo Ranger Post with  
recently constructed digital  
radio network tower
Credit: UCF

Below
Highly endangered okapi
Credit: OCP
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Grevy’s Zebra Trust, Kenya
The endangered Grevy’s zebra has declined from 
an estimated 15,000 individuals in the late 1970s 
to 3,042 individuals today. Once distributed across 
the Horn of Africa, over 92% of the remaining 
Grevy’s zebra are found in Kenya, with a few small 
isolated populations in Ethiopia. The Grevy’s Zebra 
Trust (GZT) is the only organisation dedicated 
solely to conserving the species. GZT works 
exclusively with local communities, and through its 
conservation programmes covers an area of over 
10,000 km2 in the Samburu, Isiolo, and Marsabit 
Counties of northern Kenya.

Laisamis in Marsabit County contains some  
of the most important but least protected Grevy’s 
zebra populations. Major threats to the species 
there include limited access to water, loss of 
grazing habitat, lethal mud flats and sporadic 
poaching. In response to these threats GZT 
established its Laisamis Programme in 2012 
with the implementation of the Grevy’s Zebra 
Warrior Programme. GZT employed ten young 
men (warriors) from the local Samburu and 
Rendille ethnic groups to monitor Grevy’s zebra 
and conduct conservation outreach activities in 
their communities. Traditionally, warriors from the 
Samburu and Rendille ethnic groups are young 
men who serve as messengers and protectors 
for their community. Despite this important role, 
their nomadic lifestyle often excludes them from 
community decision-making. As the next generation 
of leaders, engaging this youth group in conservation 
decision is critical for long-term success.

In Samburu and Rendille culture, each cohort  
of warriors transitions to elders every seven years 
and this transition will occur towards the end 
of 2019. This means the current Grevy’s Zebra 
Warriors will soon be transitioning to elder status. 
GZT aim to keep them involved in Grevy’s zebra 
conservation by employing them in new roles as 
Grassland Champions, where they will use their 
conservation knowledge and their influence as 
elders to guide communities on better grazing 
and water management to ensure there is 
sufficient grass to support Grevy’s zebra and the 
communities that rely on that same resource.
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Conservation South Luangwa, Zambia
Luangwa is one of the last true remaining 
wilderness areas left in Africa; unfenced, vast and 
relatively untouched by modern tourism. It has a 
rich biodiversity and includes the migration range of 
the country’s largest elephant and lion populations; 
the second largest African wild dog; and endemic 
Thornicroft giraffe populations. Unfortunately, this 
also makes Luangwa attractive to poachers. Its 
geographic location in close proximity to bordering 
towns such as Chipata and Lilongwe, which are all 
well-known hubs for accumulating and transporting 
wildlife contraband, make it particularly appealing  
to elephant poachers and ivory traffickers. 

One of the major strategies identified to  
combat wildlife crime and poaching is the need  
to strengthen wildlife law enforcement capacity  
on the ground. One of these strategies includes 
optimising the effectiveness of law enforcement 
patrols, with a particular focus on the training 
and equipping of rangers. In addition, improving 
intelligence gathering that leads to the arrest  
and prosecution of wildlife crime perpetrators  
is of key value.

 Over the past three years, with funding from 
Tusk and other donors, Conservation South 
Luangwa has increased its anti-poaching support 
to the Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
(DNPW), improved the standard of patrols 
through refresher scout training programmes, 
and increased law enforcement personnel  
through recruit training. It has also implemented  
a thorough aerial monitoring system of patrols and 
anti-poaching surveillance, implemented Zambia’s 
first wildlife detection dog unit, and introduced  
a full-time veterinary service to de-snare countless 
animals. Almost 100 newly trained wildlife police 
officers were deployed in the national park 
and game management areas to protect this 
spectacular area and its wildlife. In 2019 support 
from Tusk will fund the renovation of scout 
accommodation and provide equipment for the 
newly trained officers, supporting them to do their 
jobs more effectively. 

In 2018 law enforcement support to the DNPW 
in South Luangwa has resulted in 760 patrols, 95 
anti-poaching aerial patrols, 82 arrests, 76 firearms 
recovered, and 410 snares removed from the 
bush. With the new wildlife police officers in place 
in 2019, these numbers are expected to double.

Far right top
Highly endangered Grevy's zebra 
and foal in Naibeliebli, north Kenya
Credit: GZT 

Far right bottom 
Grevy's zebra warrior
Credit: Mia Collis

Above
Newly trained wildlife police
officers on parade 
Credit: CSL

Left
Refuelling Conservation South
Luangwa's Tusk funded aeroplane
Credit: CSL
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extinctionextinction

Human beings make up only 0.01% of all living 
things on Earth, but have contributed to  
the decline of nearly half of the world’s wildlife 
over the past 30 years. With 60% of the world’s 
largest mammals now facing extinction,  
we have our work cut out.
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Preserving  
natural habitats

Rapid population growth on the 
African continent combined with 
increasing urbanisation is leading 
to greater competition for space 
and resources. As a result habitat 
loss is the biggest threat to  
Africa’s biodiversity.

Blue Ventures, Comoros
Anjouan’s Sima peninsula is one of the most 
important marine biodiversity areas for the Comoros, 
hosting a range of ecosystems and providing habitat 
for threatened species, including marine turtles. 
Despite its biological importance, the peninsula’s 
rich biodiversity is currently experiencing high levels 
of degradation, primarily due to overexploitation  
of these vulnerable resources. 

Tusk’s partnership with Blue Ventures addresses 
the area’s challenges and has laid the foundations 
for effective locally-led marine conservation and 
management of the region. Funding from Tusk 
recently supported the Comoros’ first periodic 
closure of an octopus fishery, in order to reduce 
the pressure on the ecosystem and let habitats 
and animal populations recover. When the fishery 
was opened again, the average octopus weight 
recorded was double what it was before the 
closure. After seeing the increased catches, 
several community members who had initially 
been opposed to the closure quickly changed their 
minds, becoming outspoken advocates for the 
model within their communities. 

Communities across Anjouan are now 
enthusiastic to organise more closures, and 
discuss other management measures, exemplifying 
how closures can act as a catalyst to increase 
buy-in and interest in community-led marine 
management. The next step is to build on 
this energy and enthusiasm by supporting the 
Anjouan communities to implement longer term 
management measures such as sustainable fishing 
techniques, no-take zones, and eventually locally 
managed marine areas. 

Wildlife depends on resilient 
and intact large landscapes 
which include protected 
areas, community, and 
private lands. These vast 
areas provide habitat  
for wildlife and a foundation 
for successful rural 
development. 

Tusk believes in empowering 
communities to engage in 
sustainable natural resource 
management. In areas that 
are not formally protected, 
community-led initiatives 
that provide livelihoods, 
security and satisfaction are 
one of the most effective 
conservation tools to 
manage natural resources  
and protect wildlife. 

Critical habitat and ecosystems that wildlife 
and people need to thrive is under threat.

Right
Opening of the ‘no-take’  
zone in Comoros
Credit: Victoria Jeffers
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Northern Rangelands Trust, Kenya
The Northern Rangelands Trust (NRT) is a Kenyan-
based organisation that aims to develop resilient 
community conservancies which transform people’s 
lives, secure peace and conserve natural resources. 
This is achieved through empowering local people 
to take charge of their wild spaces, build sustainable 
economies linked to conservation and help shape 
government regulations to support it. 

Over 30-member conservancies, encompassing 
four million hectares, represent more than 700,000 
people, many from traditional cattle herding 
communities. The wildlife on these lands includes 
critically endangered species like the hirola antelope, 
black rhino, elephant and Grevy’s zebra. The 
community conservancies are having a significant 
impact on improving lives and managing the 
rangelands and have helped shape new regulations 
governing community conservancies in Kenya.

NRT assists its members with conservancy 
management, training and fundraising, and also 
monitors performance to provide oversight and 
quality assurance. The conservancies all operate 
teams of rangers to monitor and protect wildlife and 
to combat other crimes such as livestock theft and 
road banditry. Tusk has a long-standing partnership 
with NRT. Our funding this year is supporting the 
salaries of conservancy managers and rangers; 
vital for the successful running of the conservancies 
and wildlife protection. NRT represents a ground-
breaking and visionary approach to achieving 
wildlife conservation through the empowerment of 
local communities. It serves as a model for projects 
around the country and across the continent. 

Big Life Foundation, Kenya 
Amboseli is a vast, semi-arid place, where animals 
need to move great distances to survive. The 
formal protected areas cover only a fraction of the 
landscape, and the areas in-between are crucial 
for the survival of its inhabitants, both animal and 
human. This land is owned by the local Maasai 
communities, and it is in these strategically 
important areas that Tusk is supporting the work  
of the Big Life Foundation. Poaching remains a 
threat, but the more pressing challenge is how 
to keep the peace between humans and wildlife, 
when all need access to the same resources.

Elephants look great on a postcard, but to  
a farmer they are a hated pest that can destroy 
a family’s entire source of income in one night. 
Integrating local communities into wildlife 
conservation is the only solution. Big Life employs 
over 200 rangers from local communities, who are 
an anti-poaching force but also the breadwinners 
for their thousands of dependents. In 2018 Tusk 
supported 36 of these rangers, enough to man six 
ranger outposts.

Through the year Big Life’s community ranger 
units patrolled a total of 84,000km on foot, and 
nearly 278,000km by vehicle. They arrested 286 
people for illegal activities, including poaching 
and habitat destruction, and 48 snares were 
confiscated. 

Combined with the efforts of other partners  
in the landscape, the results of all this work speak 
for themselves. Only one elephant was confirmed 
poached in the approximately 1.6 million acres  
of Big Life’s core operating area. 

Left
Elephant at a waterhole in 
Namunyak Wildlife Conservation 
Trust, north Kenya
Credit: Juan Pablo Moreiras

Right
The Big Life Foundation  
game scouts
Credit: Big Life Foundation
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Savé Valley Conservancy, Zimbabwe
The Savé Valley Conservancy (SVC) consists 
of private, government and community-owned 
properties working together to manage wildlife 
populations on a landscape scale. In the early 
1990s the southeast lowveld of Zimbabwe was 
subject to a massive drought that put paid to 
the agricultural industry. Landowners became 
convinced that the future lay in a more natural and 
drought resistant land use. Realising that wildlife 
was not viable without the availability of massive 
acreage, they agreed to take down the boundaries 
between them, as well as internal fencing and 
infrastructure in order to create what was, at the 
time, the largest privately-run wildlife conservation 
area in the world. 

An external fence around the whole area 
was put up, water points established, a road 
infrastructure developed and safari camp facilities 
built. Wildlife populations increased rapidly and 
within a few years, SVC was home to globally 

significant populations of endangered African wild 
dog and black rhino, and substantial populations 
of other threatened species. The area now 
forms a key component of the Greater Limpopo 
Transfrontier Conservation Area which allows 
the movement of wildlife populations from one 
protected area to the next.

Organised poaching for ivory and rhino horn are 
constant threats, as is bushmeat hunting. Tusk 
supports SVC with various operating costs. Over 
200 game scouts are employed by the individual 
conservancies to detect and prevent low-level 
hunting. The conservancy shares the economic 
benefits of protecting wildlife with the surrounding 
communities both through direct employment 
and by providing opportunities for local people to 
participate in cultural tourism and businesses.

Left top
Black rhino and calf resting  
in the Savé Valley Conservancy 

Left bottom 
Capturing rhino photograph  
for records and auditing

Right
Dog handler on a tracking exercise 
with his highly trained dog
Credit: SVC
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Conservation 
solutions

Seeing wildlife as a valuable 
resource can be a route 
to sustainable community 
development. Innovation is the 
key to this and Tusk provides 
support to our field based 
partners wanting to diversify 
and expand their methods 
for tackling current and future 
conservation issues. 

Community based and owned conservation 
initiatives, ensuring that the tangible benefits  
of wildlife conservation reach local people,  
is a cornerstone of Tusk’s work and serves  
to futureproof conservation intervention. 

Tusk invests in health initiatives, career 
opportunities and environmental education  
to ensure that the communities living alongside 
wildlife coexist and thrive.

Technology is accelerating wildlife conservation 
efforts in the most remote parts of Africa. The use 
of technology in wildlife conservation is a critical 
component of Tusk’s work, aiding in the protection 
of many species that are in danger of extinction.

Main image
A herder on Loisaba in north 
Kenya checking the mobile App 
developed by Save the Elephants 
and Vulcan to see where lions 
collared by Lion Landscapes  
are in relation to their livestock
Credit: Ami Vitale

Far right
England Rugby 7’s team taking part 
in a C4C children’s training session
Credit: C4C
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Coaching for Conservation, Botswana
Coaching for Conservation (C4C) is a unique 
environmental education programme that uses 
sport as a means of creating empathy for, and 
an awareness of, wildlife and wild spaces while 
building an understanding of core ecological 
principles around connectivity. The current 
programme includes short and long-term 
interventions for individual students, classes and 
entire schools, which successfully reaches 5,000 
children annually. 

C4C is now using innovative techniques 
to expand its impact by taking programmes 
that have previously only been available to a 
small percentage of children, to new vulnerable 
communities across Africa and globally. 
These include On-Safari C4C, a digital game  
for post programme engagement, and a schools 
twinning initiative to promote cross cultural kid 
social responsibility around the globe, which 
have all been funded by Tusk. 

C4C’s successful Learning from Wildlife model 
is locally focused and uses sport to deliver all its 
messages through trained coaches and educators. 
While this skilled human intensive model is its 
strength, it also poses the biggest challenge to 
scaling; the need to train local coaching teams 
within communities, organisations and schools 
desirous of delivering C4C. To facilitate this, C4C 
established an exciting partnership with South 
African Wildlife College as a result of the 2017 Tusk 
Conservation Symposium, to offer an accredited 
C4C training course packaged together with a new 
kids’ programme. This relationship will facilitate  
a central learning, research, development,  
practical training, monitoring and evaluation  
hub for all C4C. 

Helping to spread the C4C word recently was 
the English Rugby 7’s team. A huge believer in 
great mentors, C4C was delighted with a Tusk 
introduction to the team. With their help C4C 
successfully launched a new Rhino Rugby Rapid 
Awareness Programme during their visit to Cape 
Town in December 2018. C4C looks forward  
to more opportunities with them in 2019.
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Mali Elephant Project, Mali
At the heart of the Mali Elephant Project’s (MEP) 
activities lies “elephant-centered community 
resource management”. An approach that enables 
all members of local communities (women, 
youths, elders, local state representatives) to 
have their say and come together to implement 
resource management practices that benefit them 
and the elephants. At the start of the dry season 
(typically in November) the main focus is on 
protecting the pastures from wild fires to ensure 
fodder for the livestock is available throughout the 
dry season and enable women to sell surplus hay 
at the market. 

Thanks to funds from Tusk, young men from 
the local communities within the elephant range 
have have built firebreaks to protect grazing in 
2019. Not only does this benefit the community 
at large, but it also provides these young men 
employed as “eco-guards” with a respected 
occupation, a crucial element in an area ravaged 
by war, lawlessness, a broken economy and 
insurgency. In addition, the days spent working 
together fosters cohesion between the eco-
guards who come from a range of clans and 
ethnicities. As one put it, “when you sit together 
around the fire after a day’s work, you realise we 
all have the same problems”. This is essential to 
mend the social wounds inflicted by the conflict 
and to ensure that the approach is sustainable 
in the long term. A healthy self-regenerating 
ecosystem is one where humans and wildlife are 
allowed to coexist peacefully and sustainably 
share its benefits.

The Bateleurs, South Africa 
The Bateleur’s unique method of demonstrating 
conservation impact is hugely successful. Using 
the goodwill of over 200 volunteer pilots across 
South Africa, the Bateleurs get requests from 
organisations across the region to assist with 
a wide range of work: research; identifying 
illegal land conversion; tracking, surveying 
and relocating wild animals; observing illegal, 
proposed or ‘restored’ mining sites; conducting 
habitat assessments and surveys; and 
supporting wildlife crime investigations.

Requests to assist with the translocation of 
beleaguered and/or endangered species have 
increased exponentially during the last two 
years. Bateleurs works closely with the African 
Wild Dog Meta-population Project managed 
by the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) and 
have transported more than 50 wild dogs with 
a 100% safety and success rate. Bateleurs 
pilots transported 22 wild dogs in three separate 
missions during 2018. 

Left
MEP team building firebreaks  
to prevent resource degradation
Credit: MEP 

Right
Fourteen African wild dogs loaded 
into a PC12 ready for take off
Credit: The Bateleurs

Far right
IRDNC Task Force meeting  
with community members
Credit: IRDNC

34 Tusk Talk | 2019 Magazine  

Conservation solutions
Continued



A highlight of these translocations was the 
transportation of 14 African wild dogs which 
marked the return of African wild dogs to 
Gorongosa National Park, Mozambique, after 
decades of absence. African wild dogs have 
disappeared from much of their former range in 
Mozambique and Gorongosa lost all of their dogs 
as a result of the 1977–1992 Civil War. It was 
fitting that, by returning wild dogs to Gorongosa, 
one of the most threatened mammals in southern 
Africa, listed by the IUCN as endangered, took 
a bold step towards restoring their native range 
in the region. This was a landmark occasion, as 
African wild dogs have never been reintroduced 
to any park, protected area, game reserve or 
other space in Mozambique.

Integrated Rural Development  
and Nature Conservation, Namibia
The planned Kunene People's Park (KPP) is 
a progressive version of a national park that 
has the potential, in phases, to put one million 
hectares of Namibia’s spectacular Kunene region 
under protection, linking the Skeleton Coast Park 
with Etosha National Park, and, in the long-term, 
with Iona National Park in Angola. It includes 
several biodiversity hotspots and would give 
permanent protection to iconic and threatened 
species such as desert-adapted elephant, 
rhino and lion in spectacular arid and semi-arid 
landscapes. The primary beneficiaries of such  
a park, with its enormous economic potential for 
eco-tourism, would be the people of the region. 

What makes KPP different from conventional 
national parks is that it expands on the model of 
community ownership of wildlife to one that will 
be a genuine partnership between communal 
conservancies and the government. It also 
holds the potential for communal conservancies 
to legally secure their wildlife and tourism 
zones thereby generating greater income for 
communities; an improvement on existing 
conservancy models. 

Integrated Rural Development and Nature 
Conservation (IRDNC), a longstanding partner 
of Tusk, head this innovative project and have 
appointed a Task Force to take the process 
towards the official declaration of a people’s 
park. Last year Tusk’s Royal Patron met with the 
Task Force, community leaders, women groups 
and government agencies to see first-hand how 
the park will enrich the lives of communities 
across Namibia.

Tusk’s funding is supporting the core costs 
of the project including Task Force salaries, 
transport costs, and community representative 
meetings.
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Prince William Award  
for Conservation in Africa
This recognises the outstanding dedication  
and exceptional contribution to conservation 
in Africa across a lifetime. 

Winner: Dr Pete Morkel 
Wildlife vet, Dr Pete Morkel, has been key to a 
myriad of African conservation initiatives for over 
35 years. His unsurpassed skills in game capture, 
wildlife translocations and re-introductions have 
had a significant impact on wildlife management 
and conservation efforts across the continent.

Pete is considered one of the world’s foremost 
experts on rhino conservation and it is here that 
he has made his greatest contribution having been 
key to the translocation and management of rhino 
populations across Africa.

He is the go-to person for wildlife capture in the 
most rugged and difficult environments, where he 
has pioneered the methodology for immobilising 
forest elephants on foot, and worked with species 
such as giant sable, giant eland and Nubian giraffe.

Thanks to his successful work in collaring a 
range of species particularly rhino, elephant and 
giraffe, a much greater level of knowledge has 
been acquired, and ultimately helping with their 
management, protection and wider conservation.

Celebrating  
conservation success

Tusk works to support and empower African 
conservationists. As the world strives to bring the 
illegal wildlife trade under control, wrestle with the 
challenges of human-wildlife conflict, and loss of 
habitat caused by our own ever-growing human 
footprint, the Tusk Conservation Awards champion 
the unsung heroes of conservation – bringing their 
stories to a global stage and providing important 
funding for the continuation of their work.

The finalists of the 2018 Tusk Conservation Awards, established in 
partnership with Investec Asset Management and supported by Land Rover, 
were celebrated in November at a gala ceremony attended by TRH The Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge in London, where their commitment to protecting 
Africa’s natural heritage inspired a world-wide audience.
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Tusk Award for Conservation in Africa
This recognises an individual who has been 
identified as an emerging leader in conservation. 

Winner: Vincent Opyene – Natural Resource 
Conservation Network, Uganda
From a young age Vincent knew that he wanted to 
make a difference to the state of Uganda’s wildlife 
and so he combined his passion for the natural 
world with his love of the law. 

His experience in the field, conducting ranger 
patrols in national parks for the Uganda Wildlife 
Authority, combined with his experience in the 
courts as a state prosecutor, was the inspiration 
that Vincent needed to establish the Natural 
Resource Conservation Network (NRCN).

Uganda is a major international transit hub for 
ivory, pangolins, and other illicit wildlife products from 
across East and Central Africa. Thanks to NRCN 
and their partnership with government, up to four 
significant wildlife traffickers are arrested each month. 

The NRCN model is working proof on how civil 
society can work with government and other partners 
to tackle corruption and improve governance. 
Vincent and his team of prosecutors have been given 
authority to prosecute wildlife cases on behalf of 
the government. Uganda now has a specific court 
dedicated to wildlife cases – a direct result of their 
success. This exemplifies the significance of Vincent 
and NRCN’s work in changing policy and practise in 
enforcing wildlife laws.

Vincent risks his life on a daily basis. His 
persistent, silent, unique work behind the scenes 
to address wildlife crime on the street and in the 
courtroom is making a real and significant difference. 

Finalist: Force Ngwira – RIPPLE Africa, Malawi
As the Country Director of RIPPLE Africa, Force 
has developed his passion for the environment and 
ability to work with people at all levels to achieve 
long-term sustainable change. Working with 150 
full time staff and 4,000 volunteers he manages a 
series of environmental regeneration programmes 
focused on fish conservation, tree planting and 
fuel-efficient cookstove projects. 

Working village by village, in collaboration with 
communities, Force and his team have planted 
over eight million trees. Through the RIPPLE 
Africa Fish for Tomorrow project, he is helping 
communities to manage their fish resource 
sustainably along a 300km length of Lake Malawi. 

Force is a dedicated Malawian. It has not been 
an easy, simple nor straightforward journey, but 
Force’s dedication to overcome challenges, to 
educate and empower local communities, and 
to encourage his fellow Malawians to be equally 
committed to conserving their environment has 
made him, quite literally, a Force of Nature!
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Finalist: Dickson Kaelo – Kenya Wildlife 
Conservancies Association, Kenya
Dickson’s passion is working with communities  
and landowners to conserve and benefit from 
wildlife conservation. 

He leads the Kenya Wildlife Conservancies 
Association (KWCA), a national umbrella body 
dedicated to uniting the dynamic and diverse 
voices of wildlife conservancies in the country. 
KWCA’s mission is to work with landowners and 
communities to sustainably conserve and manage 
wildlife and their habitat outside formal protected 
areas for the benefit of the people of Kenya. 

More than 100 conservancies are members 
of the organisation. Occupying a total of 
approximately 6.46 million hectares of wildlife 
conservation land across the country, through their 
membership the conservancies directly impact 
over 700,000 households.

KWCA has produced a series of conservation 
tools to support conservancy growth and harmonise 
management of conservancies. Dickson’s leadership 
has encouraged and facilitated networking among 
conservancy stakeholders in the country to share 
insights and best practises. To this end, KWCA 
has launched a number of forums including the 
Conservancy Managers’ Conference and the 
National Rangers Meeting.

Tusk Wildlife Ranger Award
This recognises the dedication and commitment 
of an individual working in the field on a daily 
basis protecting Africa’s wildlife. 

Winner: Julius Obwona –  
Uganda Wildlife Authority, Uganda
Murchison Falls has been a killing field for decades. 
The region that once hosted the highest biomass 
of mega herbivore in Africa saw wildlife numbers 
crash, with elephants being reduced from 14,000, 
to just over 100 individuals.

Julius Obwona started his career in 1995  
as a ranger. Rising through the ranks to Warden 
in Charge of Law Enforcement much of his 
operational experience was gained when  
the Lord’s Resistance Army were operational  
in the area. 

Under his guidance a highly trained team  
of 600 rangers have been deployed throughout 
Murchison. New capabilities and skills have been 
implemented, such as marine rangers with patrol 
boats, and ranger posts in strategic areas. 

By 2017 Julius and his team had removed 
24 tonnes of snares from the Murchison Delta 
reducing the ‘three elephants a day’ formerly 
being seen in traps to around three a month. 
Dozens of AK47’s, 100’s of rounds of ammunition 
and 700 poachers’ boats were decommissioned. 
His leadership has led to the prosecution of  
720 suspects involved in wildlife related crimes. 

He has a remarkable ability to work with local 
communities, breaking the poaching cycle whilst 
still promoting livelihoods. As such he is held  
in high esteem by everyone he works with. 
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Recognising Africa’s conservation heroes 

Making a difference matters to us, in society as well as in the investments we 

make on behalf of our clients. 

Because of this, Investec Asset Management celebrates Tusk’s holistic approach 

to conservation and is proud to have supported the Tusk Conservation Awards 

since their inception. 

www.investecassetmanagement.com

Issued by Investec Asset Management, March 2019. Investec Asset Management is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority. All investments carry the risk of capital loss.

Investing for a
better tomorrow
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Lions inhabit a parallel universe 
far older and wilder than ours, 
and for three years I was a 
privileged to enter their world, 
waking each morning to the 
sound of their thunderous 
voices and driving out into the 
bright Mara dawns to watch 
them hunting and observe their 
complex social behaviour.

That was in the late 1970s when I joined 
Jonathan Scott in Kenya to write The Marsh Lions, 
a true-life story built around the lions of Musiara 
Marsh in the Masai Mara National Reserve.

By the end of that time Scar and his pride 
were as familiar to me as old friends. Sometimes, 
parked alongside him as he lay in the grass, I 
would look at him and wonder: what is it like to 
be a lion? Surely the warmth of the sun on his 
tawny flanks must have felt as pleasing to him as 
it did to me? Sights, sounds and the ineluctable 
smells of the African bush, all these we shared. 
I watched him raise his head to sniff the breeze 
and listen to the zebra stallions calling to their 
mares on the open plains beyond; but what else 
went on behind that implacable visage would 
always remain a mystery.

Even before I first saw the Marsh Pride I 
had fallen under the spell of these charismatic 
carnivores. How could it have been otherwise, 
having had the good fortune to meet George 
Adamson of Born Free fame and the lions he  
was returning to the wilds of northern Kenya? 

Since then, lions have continued to walk 
through my life and my dreams; but sadly not  
a year passes without their numbers continuing 
to decline. In 1980 more than 75,000 lions 
roamed across Africa. Today that number has 
shrunk to around 20,000 of which fewer than 
3,000 are the territorial pride males every visitor 
most wants to see.

Those that remain have been reduced to living 
on only 8% of the land they once occupied.  

Year of the lion
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Journalist and author Brian Jackman looks  
at the survival of Africa's most majestic cats. 



Top left
Game Sout meeting with  
a community member  
to discuss lion predation
Credit: Ami Vitale

Right
School group looking  
at a lion collar
Credit: Ami Vitale

Main
Two male lions
Credit: AfriCat

Yet even in their last strongholds they are at risk 
due to human-wildlife conflict, loss of prey species 
and an increasing illegal trade in lion parts. 

That is why Tusk is celebrating 2019 as our Year 
of the Lion, an initiative to shine a light on one of the 
world’s most charismatic animals and profile the 
work of some incredible conservation organisations 
working for a brighter future for the species.

One such organisation is the Ruaha Carnivore 
Project run by Dr Amy Dickman in Tanzania. 
“People are amazed that a species as iconic as 
the lion is under threat,” she says. “They think that 
just because everyone goes on safari and sees 
them they are stable – and they really are not.”

Ruaha National Park is home to 10% of Africa’s 
lions and the project was established in 2009 to 
reduce the conflict between its resident carnivores 
and the local Barabaig pastoralists living on its 
fringes. “Our 17 Lion Defenders and 15 conflict 
officers work hand-in-hand to mitigate human-
carnivore problems across 17 villages,” she 
says, “and they are the first to respond whenever 
livestock is attacked by lions.” 

Wherever lions exist they are a vital 
component of a healthy ecosystem – hence the 
creation of Lion Landscapes on Kenya’s Laikipia 
Plateau, an organisation dedicated to protecting 
the region’s predators through a programme of 
research and innovation.

Here, Tusk has supported their Collaring for 
Coexistence programme that gives livestock-
owners access to the real-time movement date 
from collared lions. Armed with this knowledge 
they can keep their herds away from known lion 
locations, while the Lion Landscapes study is 
also able to keep tabs on the lions’ movements. 

In 2019 Tusk funds will also support the 
Coexistence Co-op, an education, training and 
conflict management partnership between Lion 
Landscapes and the Peregrine Fund, designed to 
reduce human-predator conflict and stop the use 
of toxic pesticides that not only kill problem lions 
but also wipe out other carnivores and critically 
endangered vultures. 

“Who will speak up for the lion when my own 
voice is carried away on the wind?” asked 
George Adamson. The answer is Tusk, and with 
your help we can continue to campaign for the 
survival of Africa’s most majestic big cats. 

Our 17 lion defenders 
and 15 conflict officers 
work hand in hand 
to mitigate human-
carnivore problems 
across 17 villages.
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I’ve always loved the African 
wildlife and have been appalled 
by the poaching and loss of 
so many magnificent animals. 
I support Tusk because of the 
real successes it has achieved 
in this area. We have been to 
some Tusk events in the past 
and are looking forward to 
attending more events through 
the Patrons Circle in the future.

Jane Bratchie
Tusk Patrons’ Circle Member

Introducing the  
Tusk Patrons’ Circle

Towards the end of 2018,  
we launched the Tusk Patrons’ 
Circle. This a growing group 
of like-minded people with a 
passion for Africa, its wildlife 
and for supporting the best 
conservation initiatives across 
the continent. 

Members of the Patrons’ Circle are generously 
contributing at least £1,000 or $1,500 a year to Tusk, 
providing sustained funding at a level that helps us 
and our partner projects to plan for the future. 

We introduced the Patrons’ Circle in response 
to a number of our supporters wanting a way to 
feel more involved in the charity so that they can 
get to know Tusk and our project partners better. 
As well as aiming to raise more vital funding for our 
conservation initiatives, we also want to make sure 
that you to see the impact of our donation through 
regular project updates and news from the field. 

While in its early stages, we are keen for the 
Patrons’ Circle to develop in consultation with its 
members so while we build relationships with you, 
we will be listening to what you want from us in 
return for your generous support. We want to bring 
people together as much as possible so, as well 
as our existing Tusk events, we plan to host an 
exclusive Patrons’ Circle reception annually and  
will look for other opportunities for interesting 
events and ways to connect in person or online. 

For more information on how to join Tusk’ 
Patrons’ Circle, please get in touch with 
Anna Hunt on anna@tusk.org
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What will be your legacy?

No matter how large or small, 
gifts left in wills are particularly 
special to us, and are one of the 
most powerful ways to make a 
lasting impact. Not only do they 
allow us to plan ahead and do so 
much more, but we know that 
every legacy represents someone 
who cared enough about our 
work to make a real difference.

It is increasingly easy these days to make or 
change a will, with a number of options available, 
yet is also something that is so easy to keep 
putting off. Figures show that more than a third of 
people who support charities say they would leave 
a gift in their will after family and friends have been 
provided for. But, unfortunately just 7% of people 
actually get around to doing it. 

Each legacy gift we receive is invested in our 
endowment fund – the Tusk Foundation – to 
provide a regular and sustainable source of income 
for both the charity’s operations and projects. This 
will help us realise our vision of a future in which 
people and wildlife can both coexist and thrive 
across Africa, and we feel is a fitting way to ensure 
that our supporters’ passion for Africa and its 
wildlife will live on long after their lifetime. 

As well as the benefits to Tusk, there can also  
be financial benefits to leaving a gift in a will. 
Legacy gifts are currently exempt from inheritance 
tax, and in some situations, anyone leaving 10%  
or more of their taxable estate to charity will qualify 
for a reduced rate of inheritance tax of 36%, 
instead of the full rate of 40%.

While it can be cheap and easy to create a will 
with a do-it-yourself kit, mistakes can be made, 
and it is just as straightforward to use a solicitor 
who does it every day. Besides, a solicitor will be 
needed to legalise a will. 

Adding a gift to Tusk in a will can be just as easy 
with a simple codicil, a legal appendix that a solicitor 
can prepare to update or alter an existing will. 

We are also delighted to have the support 
of The Goodwill Partnership and Lexikin, who 
can both make the writing of a will much easier. 
The Goodwill Partnership provides a home-visit 
service to make the process of writing a solicitor-
provided will – and leaving a gift to Tusk – as easy 
as possible. Lexikin meanwhile offer a unique online 
step-by-step guide to creating a will, securing your 
digital legacy, and leaving a gift to Tusk.

For more information on all making or  
updating a will and leaving a gift to Tusk, visit 
tusk.org/legacy, email info@tusk.org or call 
the office on 01747 831005.

I was so pleased to read 
that my legacy will go 
into the Tusk Foundation 
which secures the long-
term future of the charity. 
This is my wish as I am 
so impressed with all that 
you do and I do know how 
essential your work is for 
the long term future of 
Africa which has meant 
so much to me in my life. 

Andrew Harvie-Clark
Tusk Supporter

Far left
The heavens descend
Credit: Harry Skeggs

Below
Okavango Delta
Credit: Chris Jackson
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the future of Africa’s wildlife.



In 2018 the Chinese ivory trade ban came  
into force, and the UK Ivory Act became law. 
This is significant progress towards ending  
the illegal ivory trade, and a global victory  
for conservationists.
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Event review 2018

London Marathon  
All thirty-one members of Team Tusk made it 
to the finish line of the 2018 London Marathon. 
Their individual efforts may have resulted in some 
sore feet but their joint efforts raised a staggering 
£103,000. A huge congratulations to all involved.

Tusk Conservation Lecture 
The Artemis sponsored Tusk Conservation Lecture 
was given by leading conservation technologist, 
Ted Schmitt. His fascinating talk gave insights 
into the increasing role that innovative technology 
is playing in wildlife conservation across Africa. 
Thanks to Painted Wolf Wines for their sponsorship 
of the reception.

Safaricom Marathon 
With the generous support and effort from over 
1,400 runners, the annual Safaricom Marathon 
at the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, Kenya, raised 
£500,000 for a wide range of conservation, 
education, health and community development 
projects Kenya wide. The Tusk team were on site to 
cheer on the international runners over the finish line. 

Rhino Trail 
Twenty-one rhino statues took to the streets of 
London last August to raise awareness for the plight 
of the species. Sponsored by Tusk’s corporate 
supporters we reached an audience of 65 million 
on social media. Tusk’s long term ambassador and 

Rolling Stones guitarist, Ronnie Wood, launched the 
event Tusk’s long-term Ambassador, launched the 
event on Carnaby Street and Prince William held an 
event at Kensington Palace where he met the artists 
who generously donated their time and creativity to 
the campaign. The rhinos were auctioned at Christie’s 
and raised over £700,000 for Tusk’s partner projects 
in the field. Huge thanks to ISPS Handa and Land 
Rover for their overall sponsorship of this campaign.

Land Rover Charity Clay Shoot 
Thanks to the generous sponsorship of Land Rover 
and tremendous support from corporate teams and 
auction donors, the sixth annual Tusk Clay Pigeon 
Shoot raised a superb £50,000. Bright September 
sunshine contributed to a fun day of sport and 
hospitality. In addition to Land Rover, Tusk would  
like to thank the Royal Berkshire Shooting School, 
Tim Jackson, Andy Pitts-Tucker, the auction donors 
and all our guests for their wonderful support.

Tusk ‘Not for Sale’ Garden  
Woburn Safari Park kindly recreated our dramatic 
Tusk garden to highlight the crisis facing Africa’s 
elephants. The conceptual garden was installed at 
‘Elephant Junction’, after it first appeared at the 2017 
RHS Hampton Court Flower Show. The aim was to 
capture the public’s imagination and to promote the 
UK ban on trade in ivory. Our sincere thanks to the 
Duke of Bedford and Woburn Safari Park, which has 
raised nearly £10,000 for Tusk since 2016.

Clockwise from top left
Land Rover Charity Clay Shoot
Tusk Conservation Lecture
Rhino Trail launch in Carnaby Street
Rhino Trail auction at Christie's
Safaricom Marathon
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The Wolf  is at the door

Available from independent wine merchants throughout the UK. 
For more information contact: jeremy@paintedwolfwines.com

Loss of  habitat, poaching, canine disease and conflict with humans, 
are pushing the painted wolf population to crisis point.

Painted Wolf Wines creates award-winning traditionally crafted wines, and supports the conservation 
of painted wolves through donations to Tusk from each bottle of wine sold.  
Find out more at www.paintedwolfwines.com
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From our sponsorship 
of the ISPS Handa Tusk 
Conservation Symposium 
to presenting the Tusk 
Rhino Trail, ISPS Handa 
is proud to stand with 
Tusk in the fi ght against 
the illegal wildlife trade.

www.ispsinternational.com

PROUDLY SUPPORTS
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LOOKING TO  
GROW YOUR BUSINESS
INTERNATIONALLY?
To find out how DHL Express can help you take your 
business to the world, visit dhlguide.co.uk/e-commerce  
or call us on 0844 248 0675.

J12106 DHL Tusk - Fast Track Advert - 90X120 v1.indd   1 28/03/2019   17:41

Proud to 
support 
Tusk

Capital at risk. Issued by Artemis Fund Managers Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority. For your protection calls are usually recorded.

W  e are all too familiar with endangered species 

at Artemis, thanks to our work looking after 

and nurturing Profits. So we’re delighted 

to continue supporting Tusk. To find out more about 

Artemis, please contact your financial 

adviser, call 0800 092 2051 or visit 

artemisfunds.com.

19-0298Tusk advert Mar 19.indd   1 08/03/2019   10:51:09

49Tusk Talk | 2019 Magazine  



We must not be 
daunted by the odds 
facing us. We need 
to do whatever it 
takes to save Africa’s 
magnificent wildlife.
HRH The Duke of Cambridge
Royal Patron of Tusk

Wildlife is a resource 
belonging to future and 
present generations, we 
must change our attitude 
on wildlife and everybody 
must get involved in 
ensuring sustainable use.
Vincent Opyene
Winner Tusk Award for Conservation in Africa 2018

Conservation works best where there 
is a local ecological connection that 
comes from living in proximity to nature. 
These are the areas we look for – where 
conservation benefits can be seen and 
understood, and where our very limited 
resources will get the traction they need 
to have a hope of enduring.

Garth Owen-Smith
Winner of the Prince William Award  
for Conservation in Africa 2016

The Illegal Wildlife Trade is an all out  
war against the natural world and  
it is a war that nature cannot win unless 
we change the way we behave.
Zac Goldsmith MP
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The Holocene has ended. 
The Garden of Eden is  
no more. We have changed 
the world so much that 
scientists say we are now  
in a new geological age  
– The Anthropocene – 
 The Age of Humans.
Sir David Attenborough
Broadcaster and Naturalist

We have seen a decimation 
in the population of wildlife 
across the continent that 
calls for a concerted and  
co-ordinated effort 
worldwide to protect these 
glorious creatures and their 
once pristine habitat.
Julius Obwona
Winner of the Tusk Wildlife Ranger Award 2018

Technology has the potential to 
enable humans to create scaled 
solutions to monitor the planet  
and the wild places and animals.  
It is people who must save them.

Ted Schmitt
Vulcan, Vice President of the 
Conservation Technology  
Working Group at the Society  
for Conservation Biology

I always find it exciting and fulfilling to look back and see 
how far Tusk and NRT have come. It has been such a great 
partnership full of trust and confidence. Our partnership 
over the years has helped influence conservation besides 
improving the livelihood of our local communities.

Tom Lalampaa
CEO, Northern Rangelands Trust and Winner of the  
Tusk Award for Conservation in Africa 2013

In Malawi we never used to think about ‘tomorrow’. 
But we have to start because we will need natural 
resources for all the ‘tomorrow’s to come.

Force Ngwire
Finalist for the Tusk Conservation Award 2018

My driving force is the 
knowledge that Africa’s 
wildlife and wild places are 
under immense pressure 
and if we don’t act quickly 
and boldly we will lose a 
huge amount of what makes 
this continent so special.
Dr Pete Morkel
Winner of the Prince William Award 
for Conservation in Africa 2018
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Thank you

Without these donations, and gifts-in-kind, it would be difficult for Tusk to achieve as much as it does each year in Africa. 
We are also grateful to all our supporters, too numerous to mention here, whose donations make an enormous difference 
to Tusk’s projects. 

Companies
3D Eye Ltd, A Nelson & Co. Ltd, Animal Friends, Artemis Asset Management LLP, Aston Down Capital Ltd, Audi, Autonomous Research LLP, Bear Grylls Ventures, BlackRock 
Investment Management, Bowes Brothers, BPL Global, British Airways, Cadogan Estates, Christie’s, Cotswold Wildlife Park & Gardens, David Yarrow Photography, 
DHL International, Draycott Hotel, Elizabeth Scarlett, EMSO Asset Management Ltd, Equitix, Exceptional Travel, Farrer Digital, First Avenue, Fisher Potter Hodas PLLC, 
Forevermark, Genesis Imaging, Getty Images, Goldman Sachs, Grant McDonald, Green Bracket LLC, Heckfield Place, Historic Royal Palaces, HSBC Private Bank, 
Hummingbird Resources, Infopro Digital, Innovo, Investec Asset Management, Investec Bank, Jaguar Land Rover, Justerini & Brooks, Kabuto Noodles, Kensington Palace, 
Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, Longleat Safari Park, Loughran Gallery, Love Brand & Co., Love Christmas Fayre, Lyceum Capital, Mantis Group, Milton Group, Mishcon de 
Reya LLP, Mothercare, Natural Selection – Namibia, North South Wines Ltd, Osborne Studio Gallery, Painted Wolf Wines, Payden & Rygel Investment Management, Pella 
Resources Ltd, Pickfords, PJ Pan, Royal Berkshire Shooting School, Safaricom Ltd, Saffreys, Scott Dunn, Settlers Ltd, Shaftesbury PLC, Spectrecom Films, Spun Gold TV, 
Standard Chartered Bank, Tradition, UBS, Wanderer Bracelets, West Midland Safari & Leisure Park, Wildlife & Safari Travel Show, William & Son, Winter, Woburn Safari Park, 
Zafferano Catering Ltd

Charitable Trusts, Schools & Public
A & R Woolf Charitable Trust, Albert Van Den Bergh Charitable Trust, Aylesford Family Charitable Trust, Bedari Foundation, Born to Fly, Bradley & Katherine Wickens 
Foundation, Brown Foundation, CAF America, Carrol Obremskey Charitable Fund, Charles Hayward Foundation, Chestnut Trust, Community Conservation Fund Africa, 
Cranleigh Preparatory School, David Tandy Foundation, DEFRA, Dolly Knowles Charitable Trust, Dr Challoner’s Grammar School, Edward Peake Charitable Trust, Ernest 
Kleinwort Charitable Trust, Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund, Foreign & Commonwealth Office, Fort Foundation, Golden Bottle Trust, Guy Fawkes Charitable Trust, HDH Wills 1965 
Charity Trust, Hintze Family Charitable Foundation, Humane Society International, ISPS Handa, JCJK Trust, John Swire 1989 Charitable Trust, Jones Family Foundation, 
Lennox Hannay Charitable Trust, Lindeth Charitable Trust, Lyon Family Charitable Trust, Marjorie Coote Animal Charity Trust, Mitchell Trust, Perivoli Philanthropy, Pouroulis 
Foundation, Rhodes Charity, Royal African Society, Safaricom Foundation, Santa Fe Community Fund, Schuster Charitable Trust, Scott (Eredine) Charitable Trust, Sherborne 
Preparatory School, St Benedicts School, Stowe School, Sylvain Family Charitable Trust, Toby & Regina Wyles Charitable Trust, UK Government through the IWT Challenge 
Fund, Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program, Winchester Cathedral College, WRA Charitable Trust, Wyfold Charitable Trust

Individuals
Rob Allin, Stéphane & Rachel Audran, Zeinab Badawi, Charming Baker, Karen Baker, David Barnes, William Barratt, Jeremy Barton & Family, Glenn Baxter, Susan Bazett, 
Lucy Beck, Christopher Bell, John Bernstein, Akhtar Bibi, Christopher Birrell, LE Block, Nigel Boardman, Dr Iain & Jane Bratchie, Rory Bremner, Lawrence Brennan, Alison 
Brooks, AD Brown, Paul Buckley, Isabel Buckoke, K Burchnall, Claudia & Judith Bushby, Vanessa Buxton, Peter Buxton, Richard Buxton, Linda Bynum, Nicola Cane, 
Charlie Carline, Rob & Nick Carter, Gemma Chambers, Vorawit Chamnankool, Marcus Chandler, Dinos & Jake Chapman, J Chapman, Uma Chirotarrab, Han Choo, Marcus 
Clarke, Rory Compton, Lucy Comyn, Eileen Cooper, Craig Copeland, Jemima Crathorne, Robin Creswell, Valerie Crosthwaite, Perry Crosthwaite, Sophie Crowhurst, Tracey 
Curtis-Taylor, Zara d’Abo, Adam Dant, Simon Davis, Brenton De La Harpe, Philip De Picciotto, Matthew Dobbs, Julia Donaldson, Christine Doughty, Hendrik du Toit, Hugh 
Edmeades, Judy Egginton, Alberto Eigar, Tracey Emin, Sam Excell, Sir Robert & Lady Fairbairn, Edward Fairfax, Paul Farmer, David Fennah, Leon Fenwick, Nick Fisher, Katie 
Fitch, Price Floyd, Nancy Fouts, Mark & Marnie Franklin and Family, Nick Gentry, John Gibson, Max Gower & Family, Stuart & Teresa Graham, Philippa Graham-Palmer, Ben 
Graves, Lucy Griffiths, Robert Ham, Rebecca Harper, Neil Harvey, Carol Hayes, Robert & Suzette Hayes, Julia Herold, Jamie Hewlett, Jan Geert Hiddink, Sir Michael Hintze, 
Alex & Liz Hoctor-Duncan, Clare Hodder-Williams, Andrew Hoffman, Dale Holloway, Abigail Howard, Zhang Huan, Patrick Hughes, Philllip & Carine Ihenacho, Julian Ingleby, 
Tim Jackson, Zubin Jariwala, Katherine Jenkins OBE, Ben Katzaman, Jessica Kelly, Heather Kennedy, Rodger Kennedy, Jane Keogh, Marina Kleinwort, Sir Richard Kleinwort 
Bt, Julian & Susie Knott, Stephen Lansdown CBE, Richard Lee, Venetia Leng & Family, Jamie Loden, Christian Lund, Ben Lundie, Flora Lyon, Ivan Lyons, David Mach, Steve 
Mackie, James Macpherson, Marchant Group Ltd, Judith Maxwell, Gerry McGovern, James Meade, Deborah Meaden, Steve Messinger, Charlotte Methven, Mike Migdoll, 
Harland Miller, Paul Milton, E R Moir, Ben Neale, Jonathan Niblett, Camilla Odentag, Julian Opie, Georgia Patrikios, Edward & Camilla Peake, Ben Pennington, Carlos Perez, 
Mauro Perucchetti, Dan Philipson, Lisa Philpot, Jolanta Piekos, Andrew & Calie Pitts-Tucker, Annabel Pope, Maurits Pot, Nicholas Powell, Jon Pritchard, Marc Quinn, John 
Rae, Hugh Rattray, David Reid Scott, Helen Jane Roberts, Damian Robinson, Paul Rose, Tim & Victoria Russell, Peter Ryan, Ted Schmitt, Angus Scott, Joth Shakerley, 
Vian Sharif, Axel Sheffler, David Shrigley, William Siddeley, Colin Southgate, Nick Southgate, Tilly St Aubyn, Victoria Stone, Edward Vye Taylor, Sir Christopher Thompson Bt, 
Julia Thornton, Sarah Tippett, Steve Tisch, Matthew Todd, Christopher Townsend OBE, Paul Tudor Jones, Simon Tufnell, Gavin Turk, Dick & Vivi Turpin and Family, Mark & 
Rebecca Tyndall and Family, Tim Volbrecht, Imogen Voorspuy, Camilla Warre, Christopher Webster, Chris Westbrook, Dr Nicholas Westcott, Dave White, Berenice White, Peter 
Whiteside, Emma Whittington, Bradley & Katherine Wickens, Ben Wilmot-Sitwell, Patrick Wilson, Olivia Wilson-Holt, B M Winton, Levison Wood, Ronnie & Sally Wood, Cali 
Wood, Paul Woods, David Yarrow, Jonathan Yeo

Legacies
Susan Ainworth, Marion Edith Bullwinkle, R E Charmley, Dame Anne Griffiths, Evelyn Mary Hayes, Cicely Hunter, Muriel Constance Kent, Alan Oliver, Rosalind H P Perkins, 
Anne Rashleigh, John Michael Robotham OBE, Michael Rowles, Noel Sykes, Anne Sylvestre, John David Tomlins.
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We are extremely grateful to the following 
for their generous support of our work.



Support Tusk

With your help, Tusk will be 
able to make an even greater 
difference for Africa’s wildlife, 
natural habitats and people. 
Raise funds for Tusk
Much of our work would not be possible without 
the funds raised through the amazing energy and 
enthusiasm of our supporters. Options include 
running the Safaricom Marathon in Kenya or the 
London Marathon, taking on another challenge, 
or creating your own event to fundraise in support 
of Tusk. Whether you’d like to fundraise alone, 
with friends or colleagues, we’re here to support 
your efforts. For more information on how you can 
support Tusk visit tusk.org, email info@tusk.org 
or call the office on +44 (0)1747 831005.

Here’s how your support could help:

£20  
could buy a ranger  
a new pair of  
trekking boots

£100  
could provide three cooking  
sets for a rapid-response  
anti-poaching team

£250 
could provide materials  
needed to build a predator-proof 
livestock enclosure

£500 
could sponsor a four-man  
anti-poaching team  
in the field for a month

£1,000 
could enable the development  
of a community tree nursery  
to combat deforestation

Donate Now!
There are several ways you can make a donation: 
•	 	Use	the	donation	response	form	to	send	 

a cheque or make a card payment
•	 	Complete	the	standing	order	form	to	set	up	 

a regular payment, helping us do even more  
and plan for the future

•	 	Make	a	donation	or	set	up	a	standing	order	
online at tusk.org

•	 	Call	the	office	on	+44	(0)1747	831005	to	 
make a donation over the phone, or for more 
information on other ways to give

Donating in the USA
For American supporters 
wishing to donate in the 
most tax efficient way you 
can choose to support 
our work through ‘The 
Friends of Tusk’ – a donor 
advised fund administered 
on behalf of Tusk by CAF 
America. Gifts made here 
are tax deductible in the 
US (CAF America Tax ID 
68-0480736). Contact us 
for more information or a 
gift form.

Right
A ranger from the Big Life 
Foundation with one of the projects 
three anti-poaching tracker dogs 
Credit: Big Life Foundation

Below
Marathon du Mont-Blanc team 
fundraising for Tusk

There are many different ways  
in which you can get involved.
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